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QUESTION AND CODE SECTIONS:

Can single family dwellings (R-3) have exterior exit doors swing out over exterior landings
with a lower floor level than theinterior finish floor level?

BACKGROUND:

2007 California Building Code (CBC) — Section 1A08Floor elevation, states:
“There shall be a floor or landing on each sideaofloor. Such floor or landing shall
be the same elevation on each side of the doondibgs shall be level except for
exterior landings, which are permitted to have @psl not to exceed 0.25 unit vertical
in 12 units horizontal (2-percent slope).”

Exception 1.1 allows (for R2 & R3) a door to operitee top step of an interior flight of
stairs, provided the door does not swing over dlpestep.

Exception 1.2 allows screen doors and storm da@ossving out over stairs or landings.

Exception 2 allows exterior doors as provided ictisa 1003.5, exception 1, and section
1018.2 that are not part of an accessible route.

(Section 1003.5, exception 1 allows a single stép aymaximum rise of 7 inches for
R-3 and U occupancies at exterior doors that areeguired to be accessible.)

(Section 1018.2 requires at least one exterior @éodr for R-3 occupancies to meet
the door size requirements found in section 10Q8.1.

Exception 3 allows Group R-3 occupancies that ae raquired to be adaptable or
accessible, to have a lower landing, at an extetamrway that does not exceed 7.75
inches below the top of the threshold, provideddber does not swing over the landing
but exterior storm or screen doors may swing @et the lower landing.

Exception 4 limits the difference in finish matési¢o 0.5 inch.



DISCUSSION:

The code sections mentioned above from the 2007 &B& screen doors and storm doors
to swing out over a lower exterior landing. Thelealoes NOT allow for exterior exit doors
to swing out over a lower landing. Additionallye&@ion 1008.1.4, exceptions 1.1 and 3,
specifically prohibits a door from swinging out o\&flight of stairs or a lower landing.

Furthermore, section 1008.1 statd3pors provided for egress purposes in numbers tgea
than required by this code shall meet the requimeisief this section.”

The International Code Council (ICC) publication2806 International Building Code
Commentary discusses section 1003.5 exception 1 on page 1018 commentary states:
“Exception 1 allows up to a 7-inch step at exterawors to avoid blocking the outward
swing of the door by a buildup of snow or ice...”

CHAPTER INTERPRETATION:

1. The CBC clearly states exterior doors are not albwo swing out over lower landings.

2. The International Code Council (ICC) publicatior2606 International Building Code
Commentary neglected to insert the wordscreen and storm”between the words
“exterior doors” on page 10-13 as sited above. 3Jthatgement should be interpreted as

follows:

“Exception 1 allows up to a 7-inch step at extergoreen and storm doors to avoid blocking
the outward swing of the door by a buildup of smowce...”

DATE OF CHAPTER MEMBERS’ APPROVAL:

p:\Building\codes\code interp issues\icc code prtetation 1008.1.4.doc



